Troop 58 Flag Retirement Ceremony

(The 1st flag to be retired, folded in (tri-corner method) should be held by one scout with 3 other scouts in formation, the 4 scouts acting as honor guard.)
Senior Patrol Leader:

Thank you for joining us in this ceremony to retire an American flag.
Here is what Title 36, Section 176 of the US Code says about the retirement of the Flag of the United States: 


No disrespect should be shown to the flag of the United States of America; 
the flag should not be dipped to any person or thing. 

Section (k) The flag, when it is in such condition that it is no longer a fitting 
emblem for display, should be destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by 
burning.
Further the US Flag Retirement policy of the Boy Scouts of America" states: "When the national flag is worn beyond repair, burn it thoroughly and completely on a modest, but blazing fire. This should be done in a simple manner with dignity and respect. Be sure the flag is reduced to ashes unrecognizable as a former flag."
Patrol Leader 1)
The flag of the United States of America is an honored symbol of our nation’s unity, its hopes and achievements, its freedoms and its glory.
The early morning sight of the American flag still flying over Fort McHenry after the British fleet attacked during the night of September 13, 1814 inspired Francis Scott Key to write the poem which was adopted as our national anthem, The Star Spangled Banner.

The American flag was adopted by the Continental Congress on June 14, 1777. Originally, the colors held no symbolic meaning, but over the years tradition has given them meaning.

Please bring forward the flag to be retired.
(The honor guard of scouts carries forward the 1st flag to be retired. Flag should now be unfolded, then carried waist high, parallel to the ground by the four scouts in full class A uniform, one on each corner.  Stop just in front of the fire.  Scouts now position flag so that the blue field is in upper left as facing the audience.)
Patrol Leader 2)  (Make certain the Flag is presented to the audience properly.)
Please join us in the Pledge of Allegiance. If you are in uniform, please salute.  Would all others please place your hand over your heart.
(recite pledge)
(Honor guard should return the flag to its parallel orientation to the ground and continue to hold its four corners taughtly, through the process of the separation.)

Senior Patrol Leader:

These flags we hold here have performed their duty well and are ready to be retired. When the flag is in such a condition, through wear or damage, that it is no longer a fitting emblem for display, it shall be destroyed in a dignified manner appropriate to such a symbol.

Please join us in a moment of silence to remember those for whom this symbol has had such meaning, people we have known and people we will never know, but who have shared our love of country and freedom.

(a moment of silence)
Patrol Leader 3)
The red in the flag stands for hardiness, valor, and bravery.

The white is for purity and innocence.

The blue represents vigilance, perseverance and justice.

Patrol Leader 1)
Now, we shall separate the blue field or union from the stripes. It will be consumed by the fire in one piece. In some Flag retirement ceremonies, the individual stars may be separated to represent the sovereignty of each state in our union, We choose not to separate the Field of Stars, as it symbolizes the unity of all of the United States.

(With scissors, separate the blue field and place on fire. Allow to begin burning before returning to narrative.)
This blue field is indicative of God's heaven under which we fly. The stars, clustered together, unify 50 States as one for God and Country
Patrol Leader 2)
Next we shall separate the stripes and allow them to be consumed as well.
(After a pause.)

These red stripes remind us of the blood spilled in defense of the glorious nation.
(After a pause.)

These white stripes remind us of the burning tears shed by Americans who lost their sons and daugthers.
(With scissors, cut stripes apart each stripe. They can be burned in sets of two or three stripes at a time.  As each of the stripes are added to the fire, PL 2 recites the names of the original 13 states)
1. Delaware December 7, 1787 
2. Pennsylvania December 12, 1787 
3. New Jersey December 18, 1787 
4. Georgia January 2, 1788 
5. Connecticut January 9, 1788 
6. Massachusetts February 6, 1788 
7. Maryland April 28, 1788 
8. South Carolina May 23, 1788 
9. New Hampshire June 21, 1788 
10. Virginia June 25, 1788 
11. New York July 26, 1788 
12. North Carolina November 21, 1788 
13. Rhode Island May 29, 1790
(As the stripes are burning, speak the following: )

Patrol Leader 3)
As the fire consumes the worn and tattered material in its purifying flame, let us remember the words of George Washington when the Star Spangled Banner was first flown by the Continental Army: 

“We take the stars from heaven and the red from our mother country. We separate the red by white stripes, thus showing that we have separated from her, and the white stripes shall go down to posterity representing liberty.” 

Senior Patrol Leader)

The Stars and Stripes, our revered symbol of our freedom, born amid the strife of battle just as our country was. It has become a standard around which free people have fought to remain free and protect our nation, the Land of the Free and the Home of the Brave.
We thank you for taking part in our ceremony.
Common misconceptions (these comments are for background information and not part of Troop 58’s ceremony)
Many well intended and patriotic people have deep seated ideas about how flag retirements are suppose to be done. Most of their ideas make wonderful flag retirement ceremonies, but are not necessarily fact when it comes to what MUST be done. Again, the simple statements of the US Flag Code and BSA’s "Your Flag" book are the only rules we must follow. That said, the following common misconceptions are disproved. 

Misconceptions:

· The flag must be cut up before retiring. 
The Flag Code does not say anything about cutting up the flag. The 1980’s version of the BSA publication "Our Flag" did state "cut it into small pieces that will burn easily and completely on a modest, but blazing fire,"4 but later this part was removed, presumably due to differing customs and the lack of support by the Flag Code. The only conclusion that can be drawn then is; you may cut or not cut the flag as long as the flag is retired in a "dignified" manner. 

· If the flag is cut, it must be done with scissors, not ripped or cut with a knife. 
If this is your custom, it is great that you have such respect that you have developed specific customs for flag retirements. Be aware that others may have a custom that says the flag should only be ripped, not cut. Also know that there is a number of very patriotic people who feel that cutting or ripping the flag in any manner is a desecration of the flag and they will be biting their tongues hard as you do so. (If you do cut the flag, perhaps you may want to consider doing this prior to the ceremony in consideration of those who might find this part traumatic.) 

· Only certain organizations are authorized to retire flags. 
A number of people believe that only veterans organizations, military organizations, and scouting groups can or should retire flags. However, any organization or individual may retire a flag in a ceremony, or in their backyard by themselves. (Common sense may tell you that if you do it by yourself that maybe you should do it in private so others who happen to see don’t mistake your dignified service for unpatriotic desecration.) 

· Flag retirements should only be done in a ceremony, only on a separate campfire, the fire should not be used for anything else, the ashes should be buried, etc. 
All of these, when explained to others, are good ways to demonstrate your own customs and your respect for our flag. However, they are just that, your customs. There are many different flag retirement ceremonies with differing elements in each. Generally groups and organizations evolve and refine what makes their customs feel patriotic, respectful, and dignified. 

· Only people over 18 may handle the flag during flag retirement ceremonies. 
Not true 

· The flag must be retired by burning. 
The flag code says "PREFERABLY by burning", meaning that burying, or other method can be done when burning is not feasible. As Scouters though, we should consider the BSA recommendation as described in "Our Flag" which specifies burning. As we generally retire flags during a campfire program, this should not be a big deal. Additionally, a flag retirement by fire is permanent. 

Pass along your traditions, but teach respect too!

As we see, the US Flag Code allows just about any type of flag retirement ceremony. That doesn’t mean we can’t have our traditions. Teach your traditions to your new scouts, and tell them why they are important to you and your unit. Tell your audience, "this is our custom, and other groups may have different customs." It is important to talk to new scouts about what happens during a flag retirement before you start. Many will be witnessing a flag retirement for the first time and, if it is not explained, they may feel that something very wrong is going on. 

The key is respect. Respect for our flag, and our country. Respect for others. There are many different flag retirement ceremonies you can conduct, and you could certainly design a ceremony yourself. The only requirement is that you conduct the ceremony in a "dignified" manner. Do this, and most people will be sincerely moved. 

Know your audience

If your unit is working jointly with the local American Legion to perform a flag retirement ceremony, then you should find out what their customs are. Likewise you might sometime be working jointly with Girl Scouts, the DAV, or the VFW, or some other group. Find out what their customs are. If their members make up most of your audience for an event, then you should probably consider putting your customs on the back burner this time and honoring them and their customs. 

Good luck with your next retirement. Plan carefully and your ceremony will be enjoyed as respectful adoration for our flag, our nation, and everything for which they stand. 



